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cumulation in a few months ; weak and depressed
in health, too, she still had sufficient energy and
self-control to apply herself to a solid course of in-
tellectual training.

Jane's presence' added to their unsettlement,
although at times it may have afforded them
some amusement. Wilful, fanciful, with a sense
of humour and many good impulses, but with that
decided dash of charlatanism which characterised
the Clairmonts, and little true sensibility, she was
a willing disciple for any wild flights of fancy, and
a keen participator in all impossible projects and
harum-scarum makeshifts. Her presence stimu-
lated and enlivened Shelley, her whims and fancies
did not seriously affect, beyond amusing him, and
she was an indefatigable companion for him in his
walks and wanderings, now that Mary was be-
coming less and less able to go about. To Mary,
however, she must often have been an incubus,
a perpetual third, and one who, if sometimes use-
ful, often gave a great deal of trouble too. She
did not bring to Mary, as she did to Shelley, the
charm of novelty; nor does the unfolding of one
girl's character present to another girl whose
character is also in process of development such
attractive problems as it does to a young and
speculative man. Mary was too noble by nature
and too perfectly in accord with Shelley to indulge
in actual jealousy of Jane's companionship with